
STATE OF FLORIDA
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CORNERSTONE HOSPICE & 

PALLIATIVE CARE, INC., DOAH Case No. 21- 2261 CON

AHCA Case No. 2021009690

Petitioner, CON No. 10648

vs. 

HERNANDO-PASCO HOSPICE, INC., AND

STATE OF FLORIDA, AGENCY FOR

HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION, 

Respondents. 

FINAL ORDER

THIS CAUSE is before the State of Florida, Agency for Health Care Administration (" the

Agency") concerning the preliminary denial of Certificate of Need (" CON") Application No. 

10648 filed by Cornerstone Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc. (" Cornerstone"), and the preliminary

approval of CON Application No. 10649 filed by Hernando -Pasco Hospice, Inc. (" HPH"), to

establish a new hospice program in hospice service area 513, Pinellas County, Florida. 

On June 21, 2021, the Agency published a notice in Vol. 47, No. 119 of the Florida

Administrative Register setting out its decisions preliminarily denying CON Application No. 

10648 filed by Cornerstone and preliminarily approving CON Application No. 10649 filed by

HPH. 

2. Cornerstone filed a Petition for Fon-nal Administrative Hearing challenging the

preliminary denial of its application and the preliminary approval of the HPH' s application. The

Petition was subsequently forwarded to the Division of Administrative Hearings for hearing. 

3. On August 6, 2021, Cornerstone filed a Notice of Voluntary Dismissal withdrawing

and dismissing its Petition for Fon-nal Administrative Hearing. 
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It is therefore, ORDERED 

I. The denial of CON Application No. I 0648 is UPHELD. 

2. The petitions concerning the denials of the other applications and approval of CON 

Application No. I 0649 remain pending at the Division o;tdministrative Hearings. 

ORDERED in Tallahassee, Florida, on thi~ day of ~f.M){ , 2021. 

ak, Deputy Secretary 
h Care Administration 

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO JUDICIAL REVIEW 

A party who is adversely affected by this Final Order is entitled to judicial review, which shall be 
instituted by filing the original Notice of Appeal with the Agency Clerk of AHCA, and a copy 
along with the filing fee prescribed by law with the District Court of Appeal in the appellate district 
where the Agency maintains its headquarters or where a party resides. Review of proceedings 
shall be conducted in accordance with the Florida appellate rules. The Notice of Appeal must be 
filed within 30 days of the rendition of the order to be reviewed. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Final Order has been 

furnished by the method designated to the persons named below on this '} 3 

AtJtJu± , 2021. 

Richard J. oop, Agency Clerk 
Agency for Health Care Administration 
2727 Mahan Drive, Mail Stop #3 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
(850) 412-3630 

2 

day of 



Copies furnished: 

John D.C. Newton, II 
Administrative Law Judge 
Division of Administrative Hearings 
The DeSoto Building 
1230 Apalachee Parkway 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3060 
(Electronic Filing) 

Geoffrey D. Smith, Esquire 
Susan C. Smith, Esquire 
Sabrina B. Dieguez, Esquire 
Smith & Associates 
709 S. Harbor City Blvd., Suite 540 
Melbourne, FL 3293 7 
E-Mail: geoff((usmithlawtlh.com 
E-Mail: susan(tvsmithlawtlh.com 
E-Mail: 0_i!Qriil<_!{£UsJEitblay,rJIJLf01ll 
(Electronic Mail) 

Karl David Acuff, Esquire 
Law Offices of Karl David Acuff 
1615 Village Square Boulevard, Suite 2 
Tallahassee, Florida 32309 
E-Mail: kcl acutf(cd1oridacourts.com 
(Electronic Mail) 

Stephen C. Emmanuel, Esquire 
Eugene Dylan Rivers, Esquire 
Ausley McMullen 
227 South Calhoun Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
E-Mail: semmanucl({uauslcy.com 
E-Mail: _(b:i~~~'ilii.:~l-~1 cy_,_\.:()]11 
(Electronic Mail) 

D. Carlton Enfinger, Senior Attorney 
Office of the General Counsel 
Agency for Health Care Administration 
2727 Mahan Drive, Bldg. 3, MS 3 
Tallahassee, Florida 32309 
(Electronic Mail) 
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David C. Ashburn, Esquire 
Michael J. Cherniga, Esquire 
Greenberg Traurig, P .A. 
I 0 I East College A venue 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
E-Mail: gi_sh_hyrng(l'i.'.gtlaw.cgm 
E-Mail: chcrnigam@ gtlaw.com 
(Electronic Mail) 

Seann M. Frazier, Esquire 
Kristen Bond Dobson, Esquire 
Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs, LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 750 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
E-Mail: sfrazicr«ophrd.com 
E-Mail: kdobson((1;phrd.com 
(Electronic Mail) 

D. Ty Jackson, Esquire 
Gray Robinson, P .A. 
301 South Bronough Street, Suite 600 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302 
Email: ty.jackson((Dgray-robinson.com 
(Electronic Mail) 

Julia E. Smith, Senior Attorney 
Office of the General Counsel 
Agency for Health Care Administration 
2727 Mahan Drive, Bldg. 3, MS 3 
Tallahassee, Florida 32309 
(Electronic Mail) 



James McLemore, Unit Manager 
Certificate ofNeed Unit 
Agency for Health Care Administration 
(Electronic Mail) 

Minoo Hasani, Government Analyst I 
Facilities Intake Unit 
Agency for Health Care Administration 
(Electronic Mail) 
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Bernard E. Hudson, Unit Manager, 
Long Tenn Care Services Unit 
Bureau of Health Facility Regulation 
Agency for Health Care Administration 
(Electronic Mail) 


